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with the well-being of India, that must ever be the in-
spiration of my rule."
In these messages to the chief parts of the
Empire and to the services which guard it we
see plainly marked a sincerity and indepen-
dence of utterance which always distinguished
King George while still Prince of Wales.
His reign is scarcely begun, so that we have
not many incidents by which to judge how
he means to fulfil his ideal of kingship, but
at any rate his past career shows us what that
ideal is. In the first place, we have seen that
he recognises the democratic forces pulsating
in the nations of to-day, and he sees that
these do not necessarily mean the destruction
of monarchy. On the contrary they make
for a more fervent loyalty, when the King
takes his true place as the father of his people.
The tendency to-day is to brush aside the
conventions which would keep a king hedged
round from contact with the realities of life,
and King George is the last man to wish for
a mere subservient ring of courtiers to guard
his throne. To see the people of his Empire
with his own eyes and to let their petitions
sound in his ears, to put their needs before
his pleasures, this has been his aim in all his
travels. The head of the greatest spiritual
monarchy that the world has ever seen calls